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PRODUCTION INDEX 

1992 Travelling North 
 James & the Giant Peach 
 An Inspector Calls 
 Between Mouthfuls 

1993 Just Between Ourselves 
 On Top of the World 
 White Liars 

1994 A Chorus of Disapproval 
 Emerald City 
 Love in the Chook House 

1995 Chase Me Comrade 
 The April Violet 
 Family Lore 

1996 Woman in a Dressing Gown 
 The Happy Journey 
 Natural Causes 

1997 Money and Friends 
 Beata Beatrix 
 Cosi 

1998 The Shifting Heart 
 What the Butler Saw 
 Bed Among the Lentils 

1999 Away 
 Tell Me Another Story, Sing Me a Song 
 Rookery Nook 

2000 ‘Night Mother 
 Rhinoceros Hides 
 Cheapside 

2001 Secret Bridesmaids’ Business 
 The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie 
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In 1995 a lead actor in Chase Me Comrade was transferred to Sydney mid-way 

through rehearsals.  The actor cast as the Russian ballet dancer stepped-up to fill the 

void with yet another in the cast taking on the role of the dancer, and learning to 

speak Russian in the process.  Both were outstanding in their newly acquired roles!   

Similarly in 1998 in The Shifting Heart, a promising young actor, (new to SP) was 

cast in a key role but advised that he was heading overseas prior to Christmas and 

would miss the first few rehearsals.  He never returned, so the opportunity was given 

to another young actor in the cast to step up into the role. He went on to win the 

Advertiser Best Amateur Actor award for his leading role in another Stirling Players 

production the following year! 

And then there was the actor, playing a very physically active lead role, who broke 

his collarbone a few days before opening night.  He still appeared every night, 

removing his sling before coming on stage, then quickly putting it on again once off-

stage.  Dedication and commitment above and beyond! 

An actor with a leading role convinced a reluctant director shortly before opening 

night that his character needed to have a moustache.  Without time to grow one, it had 

to be false but he promised the director that it would be firmly attached and safe!  On 

opening night, midway through Act 2, one side came unstuck and the incident 

received a mention in the very first review of the show!  Needless to say, his 

character remained moustache-less for the rest of the season!! 

In What the Butler Saw in 1998, the timing of the power blackout in the script was 

perfect, exactly on cue.  The trouble was it was a ‘real’ local power outage and the 

power did not come back on cue!  The last 10 minutes of the show proceeded under 

torch light!  The audience was very appreciative.  After all the show must go on. 

A delicate ‘peach’ was the colour of the day for the set of Secret Bridesmaids’ 

Business in 2001.  Everything was painted ‘peach’ – the carpet, the walls and every 

bit of furniture – suitably apt and an amazing effect.  The clever Set Designer was 

listed as ‘Denis Peach’ in programme Production Crew lists for quite some time after! 

The school uniforms for the students in The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie were obtained 

from Annesley College.  The role of the student required for the semi-nude scene was 

accepted by a young girl who was used to posing as a model for an art class.  

It is sometimes challenging for set constructors to provide what is required on set.  In 

‘Night Mother the Stage Manager and his construction crew provided the ‘running 

water’ that was required.  Very successful and much appreciated by the actors.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 FOREWORD 

This book is a compilation of flyers and cast/crew lists of The Stirling Players 

productions for the third decade of their existence from 1992 to 2001.   

In 1993, The Stirling Players won the ‘CritiCal’ award for South Australia’s best 

amateur production.  The CritiCal award is a perpetual trophy presented by John 

Fitzptrick of Encore Magazine.  The award was received for the performance of On 

Top of the World by Australian playwright Michael Gow. 

Also in 1993 the challenging production of Just Between Ourselves proved to be a 

great success and travelled overseas!  To Kangaroo Island! at the invitation of the 

Kingscote Theatre Group where it was very well-received by local theatre goers.  

The Stirling Players continued to compete in the Hills Festival of One Act Plays, and 

aptly in 1995 at the Festival’s 20
th

 anniversary, again received the best production 

award for the play Family Lore. 

In 1997 The Stirling Players celebrated its 25
th
 year with two very successful 

Australian plays - David Williamson’s Money & Friends and Louis Nowra’s Cosi – In 

addition, Beata Beatrix by Gillian Plowman was our entry in the Hills One Act Play 

Festival for that year.   

In 1998, The Stirling Players successfully mounted a second production of What the 

Butler Saw.  The first production, also very successful, was 20 years earlier in 1978. 

By the end of this decade, more than 300 people of all ages had appeared on the 

Stirling Community Theatre stage, or worked behind the scenes, in 106 productions.  

The productions were varied, including a mix of comedy, drama and farce with 

favourable commendation from the press and audiences.  It was particularly pleasing 

to see directors successfully take on increasingly challenging plays, and actors and 

production crews rising to the challenge.  Surely, this is the sign of a ‘growing’ 

amateur group. 

Enjoy this record of past shows.  Hopefully it will stir pleasurable memories.  The 

aim has been to depict the original flyers and cast/crew lists as authentically as 

possible.  Some titbits of information and anecdotes from the decade are included on 

the facing page. 

June 2021 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJUDICATORS 

Jean Marshall 
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THE CAST 

 

  STEPHANIE    Julie Andrews 

  MARCUS     Bernard Williams 

  BABY     Geraldine Austring 

  OLIVE     Gary Kneebone 

  DIRECTED BY    Dennis Gutteridge 
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