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PRODUCTION INDEX 

2002 Steel Magnolias 
 Caravan 
 There, there 
  

2003 Come Back to the Five and Dime 
Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean 

 Arcardia 
  

2004 Beyond Reasonable Doubt 
 Hobson’s Choice 
  

2005 On Golden Pond 
 Love Letters 
 How the Other Half Loves 
  

2006 Gaslight 
 Easter Weekend 
 The Odd Couple – The Female Version 
  

2007 Daylight Saving 
 Outside Edge 
  

2008 It’s My Party and I’ll Die if I Want To 
 Wait Until Dark 
  

2009 Hotel Sorrento 
 Proof 
  

2010 One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
 Female of the Species 
  

2011 Scenes from a Separation  
 Life After George 
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For the production of Steel Magnolias in 2002, hairdresser Arturo Taverna kindly gave 

permission for The Stirling Players to raid their storeroom at Torrensville to find the 1980s 

hair dryers and sinks required for the set.  As a thank you, AT staff were given 

complimentary tickets.  They loved the show.  Most had not been to Stirling before.   

Caravan was the second production for 2002, SA’s premiere production of the Australian 

farce with a re-written Act 2.  It was pleasing to see it again so enthusiastically received by 

audiences.  After all, who can do an Aussie accent quite like an Aussie?  The caravan built 

for the set was magnificent and very impressive with all the right ‘gear’ inside.   

This was the decade where fund-raising and supportive collaborations were promoted with 

great success including:- a promotional launch at ‘Jimmies Pizzas’ in Crafers for the 

production of Come Back to the Five & Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean;- a fund-raising 

agreement with the Women’s and Children’s Hospital for Beyond Reasonable Doubt and;- 

a collaboration with the Heathfield High School Arts Program resulting in Jason Koen, a 

talented Year 12 music student, composing the beautiful scene-linking music for two 

productions, On Golden Pond and Love Letters 

The Beyond Reasonable Doubt set was really 2 in1, a panelled courtroom in Act 1 and 

with panels off, a fuchsia pink lounge room in Act 2.  A work of art! 

And then, in 2006, there was the staging of the experimental workshop play Easter 

Weekend written and directed by a Stirling Player  Inexperienced cast and crew were 

encouraged, with the support & mentoring of experienced members, to ‘have a go’ at 

roles, on and off stage, that they had not tried before.  Five performances and an 

appreciative audience resulted in a fun show and an agreeably pleasing profit.  But most 

importantly, a chance for SP people to spread their wings & learn new skills!  

In Wait Until Dark, the director provided the opportunity for 2 senior members of the Hills 

Youth Theatre to share the role of a London teenager.  Conscious of the pressure of 

schoolwork, sport, and other interests for teenage girls, he elected to cast two girls to 

spread the load of the role and provide valuable ‘on-stage’ experience for both.   

The show must go on!  During The Odd Couple the director was hospitalised during the 

rehearsal period so a group of experienced SP members stepped up at very short notice to 

ensure the production went on.  And in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, a brave 

thespian stepped in just 2 weeks before opening night to take on a major role! 

The Stirling Players were proud to receive many awards during this decade relating to 

acting, directing, set design and play genre.  There are too many to mention here, but they 

represented a sure sign of a successfully growing theatre group. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 FOREWORD 

This book is a compilation of flyers and cast/crew lists of The Stirling Players’ 

productions for the fourth decade of their existence from 2002 to 2011.   

In 2002, The Stirling Players celebrated their 30
th
 anniversary, and aptly, founding 

member and President of the group in that year, Keith Bull, directed Steel 

Magnolias for the March production.  Also in 2002, The Stirling Players hosted the 

27
th
 Hills One Act Play Festival, the last one in which they participated.  

Another founding member, John Graham, returned to the Adelaide Hills, and to the 

group, in 2007 to direct Daylight Saving, then continued to direct It’s My Party and 

I’ll Die if I Want To in 2008, Hotel Sorrento in 2009 and Life After George in 2011!   

During this decade, it was great to see the Stirling Players, together with the musical 

group and the youth theatre, continue to share their resources and cooperate as a 

community for the community, a unique collaboration that has worked splendidly to 

provide a continuing program of engaging entertainment to appreciative audiences.  

Long may the collaboration continue!   

Entertainment that ‘engages’, of course, can mean different things to different 

people;-- perhaps to see a play that has an educational message, or exposes a social 

injustice or increases awareness, or maybe just to sit back, have a good laugh and 

forget all the daily cares.  So a ‘community theatre’ should aim to present a diverse 

range of plays to maximise enjoyable entertainment for a broad spectrum of their 

community.  It is evident that during this decade, an interesting varied program of 

plays of diverse genre was carefully selected and presented with this aim in mind.  

And not to forget that all this was managed by a dedicated team of volunteers who 

willingly gave their all to ensure each production provided enjoyment for their 

audiences.  A group of amateurs that got involved, over an intense three month 

period, in doing something they love.  The definition of ‘amateur’ as “one who 

follows a pursuit for the love of it (and not for money)”accurately describes those 

who continue to be involved in mounting shows at the Stirling Community Theatre.  

The reward is pride in a team job well done and continuing appreciative audiences. 

Enjoy this record of past shows.  Hopefully it will stir pleasurable memories.  The 

aim has been to depict the original flyers and cast/crew lists as authentically as 

possible.  Some titbits of information and anecdotes from the decade are included on 

the facing page.         August 2021 
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