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PRODUCTION INDEX 

1972 Colour Bar 
 Temptation Sordid & Virtue Rewarded 

1973 Angels in Love 
 All My Sons 
 See How They Run 

1974 The Pirate who Wouldn’t 
 Wife Required 

Guilty Generation  
Heaven on Earth 

 Simon & Laura 
1975 The Bunyip of Freshwater Creek 

 A Streetcar Named Desire 
 Charley’s Aunt 
 Murder at the Vicarage 

1976 Blithe Spirit 
 Antigone 
 The Hollow 
 The Man on the Mountain 

1977 Doctor in Love 
 The Man who Came to Dinner 
 The Women 
 There’s None so Blind 

1978 A Man for all Seasons 
 Wanted One Body 
 Idea for a Play 
 What the Butler Saw 

1979 The Ghost Train 
 Rip Van Winkle 
 After Magritte 
 Villa for Sale 

1980 Ten Little Niggers 
 Move Over Mrs Markham 
 The Bear 
 Under the Sycamore Tree 

1981 The House by the Lake 
 The Chalk Garden 
 The Pied Piper of Hamelin 



Titbits & Anecdotes  
from the first decade 

The printing of posters and programs for the early productions was generously funded by an 

elderly local lady, Miss Jo Lyons, who continued to be a great supporter of the group.  The 

flyer & program for the first production seemed to be elusive, hence the design of the poster 

‘mock up’ for this book with cast and crew names from a press cutting.  

 

The Onkaparinga Theatre Group provided support and assistance for the group’s first 

production & became a much appreciated ‘sister’ group.  Many long-term friendships were 

begun.  Long-time supporter &friend, Neville Wuttke, remains a FOH stalwart.  

Before 1977, toilets for cast and crew were in the park next to the hall and actors had to go 

outside to make an entrance from OP using umbrellas if it was raining.  During ‘See How 

They Run’ the rain actually came through the roof above the stage. 

Before the rehearsal room was added in 1977, the stage wings were used for costume-

change, make-up and stage crew.  Later the damp and low roofed room under the stage was 

used for costume changes.  Communications between back-stage and the lighting box were 

managed by hand torch signals. 

In 1975 John Graham provided the first of Stirling Players’ workshop activities - a 

demonstration of basic stage make-up.  

In our first kids show, ‘The Pirate who Wouldn’t’ one of the stage crew was heard to murmur 

as a wooden plank was swung out over the audience “Gee, that quietened the kids!   

Very spectacular.” 

In ‘Wanted One Body’, the body in the chest on stage reported hearing some curses and mild 

expletives when the chair being removed for scene change fell to pieces!   

In The Ghost Train, the prompt was heard to say “they’re not saying any lines that are in my 

script, just roll the train sound effects, it’s gotta be near the end of Act 2!” 

In Ten Little Niggers, the gun refused to work until, in frustration, Vera was about to hit 

Lombard on the head with it when it finally decided to work.  And then he was supposed to 

be only wounded!  

For the Pied Piper of Hamelin, the piper’s ugg boots were painted red on one side, yellow on 

the other!  They were worn for many years like that around his home.  

In Chalk Garden, one actor obviously espoused the ‘Art of Coarse Acting’ idea that learning 

lines was completely out of the question! He gave a brilliant performance with his lines 

written on his sleeve and various props! 

The flyer for ‘The Hollow’ showed the victim stabbed.  Christow was actually shot in the 

play.  A small detail! 
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FOREWORD  

This book is a compilation of flyers and cast/crew lists of The Stirling Players 

productions for the first decade of their existence from 1972 to 1981.   

The group was formed after some committed local residents in 1971 succeeded in their 

lobby to preserve the iconic 1884 Stirling Institute building in Avenue Road for use as a 

community centre, following its threatened demolition.  A twenty-five member committee 

subsequently resolved to ensure that the old building would get plenty of community use, 

and began by voting that local identities, Leith Pederick and Tom Dyster, use their 

considerable expertise and experience to establish a music and drama group respectively 

to mount performances in the newly named Stirling Community Centre.  

The first activity of the new Hills Drama Group, as it was initially titled, was a play 

reading on February 2
nd

 1972.  Inaugural members at that event were Tom Dyster, John 

Graham (still involved as a current 2021committee member) Judy Riederer, Judy Farrow, 

Virginia Storer, Helen Lazaroff, Lillian Lee, Jodie Rust, Anne Archer and Peter Wells.  

The group’s first production to the public, presented with the assistance of the 

Onkaparinga Theatre Group, in June of that year, was an evening of one act plays. The 

first full length production was ‘Angels in Love’ in November of the same year. 

In 1973 the group adopted its new name ‘The Stirling Players’ and has gone on to mount 

at least two productions each year in the re-named ‘Stirling Community Theatre’.   

Significant upgrades have been made to the Avenue Road building since 1972 including 

the addition of a rehearsal/change room and props room, and refurbishment of the 

auditorium and foyer.  It now boasts a sophisticated sound & lighting system, a 

comfortable tiered and carpeted auditorium, a warm and inviting foyer, and inside toilets! 

And has been renamed the Stirling Community Theatre. 

Improvements will continue, under the able leadership of the theatre committee, whilst 

the principal resident groups, (The Stirling Players, The Hills Musical Company and the 

Hills Youth Theatre) and the Carolan School of Ballet continue to mount successful 

productions. 

Enjoy this record of past shows.  Hopefully it will stir pleasurable memories.  The aim has 

been to depict the original flyers and cast/crew lists as authentically as possible.  Some 

titbits of information and anecdotes from the early days are included overleaf. 

May2021 

 

 



 

 

AN EVENING OF  

ONE ACT PLAYS 

 

COLOUR BAR 
by Joe Corrie  

 

TEMPTATION SORDID 

VIRTUE REWARDED 

A Melodrama 

by Winifred Phelps 

 

at the  

Stirling Community Centre 

March 1972 

THE HILLS DRAMA GROUP 

presents 



   

Colour Bar 
A play in one act  

by Joe Corrie 
 

PRODUCED BY TOM DYSTER 

THE CAST 

Sam Makepiece    Tom Dyster 

Albert Lemon    John Graham 

Harriet      Lillian Lee 

Joyce      Helen Lazaroff 

Ann Lemon     Judy Farrow 

Sally      Virginia Stonor 

  

“Temptation Sordid or Virtue Rewarded “ 
A Melodrama  

by Winifred Phelps 

 

 PRODUCED BY GRAHAM PURCELL 

THE CAST 

Lady Lucre     Judy Riederer 

Arabella, her daughter   Joanne Rust 

Clarence      Peter Wells 

Sir Jasper Breakneck   Br Eric Cave 

Fanny      Annie Archer 

Chairman     Alan Archer 

Pianiste      Jan Powell 

 
 



 



 



 



 

 

 

SEE HOW THEY RUN 

by Philip King 



 



 

 

 

THE BRIDE AND THE BACHELOR 

by Ronald Millar 



 



 

 

 

 

ALL MY SONS 

by Arthur Miller 

Directed by John Graham 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

HEAVEN ON EARTH  by Philip Johnson 
Produced by Max Oliver 

 

 

 

GUILTY GENERATION  by Margaret Wood 
Produced by John Graham 

WIFE REQUIRED  by Falkland Carey & Philip King 

Produced by Roz Lawson 

 



 



  
 

 

‘THE PIRATE WHO WOULDN’T’ 

WRITTEN & PRODUCED BY TOM DYSTER  

 

The scene is the porch of a home in an Australian town 

Two children, peter& jane are home from school on a hot afternoon 

 

CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

PETER      GEOFF GREGORY 

JANE       SUE HILL 

CAPT SKEWJOWL    JOHN HOOPER 

BANDY LEGS     ROGER CHAPPLE 

NAUGHTY NED     GARY GREGORY 

HORRIBLE HERBIE    DAVID KING 

BARNACLE BILL    MIKE HOLLISTER 

MOTHER       JENNIE MATTHEWS

  

 

 

OTHER PIRATES:  BRIAN MILLER, BOB BRADLEY, 

DAVID BOWLES, CATHY DYSTER, LIBBY 

CHAPPLE, LEE HILLIER, ADAM LAWSON, 

WENDY LAWSON, FIONA MARRIOTT, NEALE 

DYSTER, TOM MARRIOTT, HEIDI RIEDERER, 

KAREN RIEDERER, FRANK STACEY & JULIE 

HILL 

 

SETS, PROPS AND LIGHTING NEALE DYSTER 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

MURDER AT THE VICERAGE 

by Agatha Christie 

Produced by Keith Bull & Roz Lawson 

 

Produced by Keith Bull & Roz Lawson 



 



 

 

 

 

CHARLEY”S AUNT 

by Brandon Thomas 



 

PRESENTED by the STIRLING PLAYERS 

 



 

 

 

 

A Streetcar Named Desire 

By TENNESSE WILLIAMS 



 

 

 

  

 

 

THE STIRLING PLAYERS  

PRESENT 

 

THE BUNYIP OF  

FRESHWATER CREEK 

 

A play 

with songs 

and movement 

for children 



 

 

 

Spud  David King 

THE BUNYIP OF FRESHWATER CREEK 

WRITTEN AND PRODUCED BY TOM DYSTER 



 



 

 

 

BLITHE SPIRIT 

by Noel Coward 



 



 

 

  

 

ANTIGONE 
by Jean Anouilh 

Producer  Julian Moore 

CAST 

Chorus John Bok 

Antigone Roz Lawson 

Nurse Judy Riederer 

Ismene Elizabeth Chapple 

Haemon David Erskine 

Creon Richard Schmutsch 

Private Jones Bob Bradley 

Second Guard Roger Chapple 

Messenger Ray Wride 

Eurydice Margaret Moore 

CREW 

Stage Manager Joe Lawson 

Prompt Margaret Moore 

Lighting Neale Dyster 

Publicity Tom Dyster 

Artwork Paul Reed 

Sound  Roger Chapple 

Front of House Ken Newman 

 



 



 

 

 

THE HOLLOW 
by Agatha Christie 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

DOCTOR IN LOVE 

by Richard Gordon 



 



 

 

 

 

 

THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER 

by GS Kaufman & E M Hart 

CREW 

 



 



 

 

 

 

CAST 

CREW 



 



 
  

Adjudicator  Robert Kimber 

 



 

 

 

A MAN FOR 

ALL SEASONS 
 

March 1977 

THE 

STIRLING 

PLAYERS  

 

 

PRESENT 

 



 



 

  



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

CHARACTERS 

Dr Prentice    Richard Schmutsch 

Geraldine Barclay Liz Moran 

Mrs Prentice   De Hillier 

Nicholas Beckett  Patrick Moran 

Dr Rance    Jennie Dyster 

Sergeant Match  Mike Hollister 

 

 

CREW 

Stage Manager   Roger Chapple 

Lighting     Christine Venning 

Props      Maxine Grubel 

Set Construction   Roger Chapple 

Lighting design   Neale Dyster 

Set Design     Bronwyn Schutz 
 

WHAT THE BUTLER SAW 

Directed by David Haynes 



 



 



 

STIRLING COMMUNITY CENTRE 

22nd, 23rd, 30th June at 2.30pm & 8pm 

ADULTS $2.50 CHILDREN and PENSIONERS $1.00 

BOOKINGS at GREGORY’S STIRLING 



 



 

 

HILLS 

FESTIVAL  

of  

ONE ACT 

PLAYS 

1979 

 



 

  

THE STIRLING PLAYERS 

present 

 

AFTER MAGRITTE 

by Tom Stoppard 

Directed by David Erskine 

 

CAST 

Reginald Harris    Matthew Randell 

Thelma Harris    Jude Connelly 

Harris (mother)    Jenny Dyster 

Holmes (constable) Dennis Gutteridge 
 

CREW 

Stage manager   Ian Hodgkinson 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

VILLA 

FOR SALE 

A one-act play  

by Sacha Guitry 
 

November 1979 

THE STIRLING 

PLAYERS 

 

 
present 



 

  

 

VILLA FOR SALE 
 

by Sacha Guitry 

 

Director  Dennis Gutteridge 
 

Juliette    Jan Walter 

Gatson    Roger Chapple 

Jeanne    Bronwyn Schutz 

Mrs Al Smith  Maxine Grubel 

   Maid    Lori Ragless  

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

TEN LITTLE NIGGERS 

by Agatha Christie 

Crew: 



    



 

 

 

 

MOVE OVER MRS MARKHAM 
by Ray Cooney & John Chapman 

Directed by Keith Bull 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BEAR 
A jest in one act 
by Anton Chekov 

Directed by Tom Dyster 

Direxc 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UNDER THE SYCAMORE TREE 

By Samuel Spewack 

Directed by Dennis Gutteridge 

 

CAST 

Queen     Jo Hunt 

Chief Statistician   Bob Bradley 

Scientist     Matthew Randell 

General     Keith Brokenshire 

Brown Ant    Kirsten Coulter 

Government Officer  Mark Lee 

Boys      Steven Haarsma,   

       David Kempster 

Girls      Lesley Wood  

       Megan Ross 

Workers     Sue Sumner  

       Lyvern Moore 

       Marcus McLeod 

CREW 

Set Construction   Doug Barnes 

Set Design & painting Pat Lee 

Sound     Roger Chapple 

Front of House   Maxine Grubel 

Props      Judy Riederer 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

THE CHALK GARDEN 

by Enid Bagnold 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPILED BY 

BRONWYN CHAPPLE 

FOR THE  

50
TH

 ANNIVERSAY YEAR 

OF THE STIRLING PLAYERS 

 



 
 


