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PRODUCTION INDEX 

1982 The Barretts of Wimpole Street 
 Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
 See How They Run 
 Lunch Hour 

1983 Dial M for Murder 
 The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe 
 Heaven on Earth 

1984 Arms and the Man 
 Merlin’s Magic Muddles 
 The Seven Year Itch 
 No Weeds for the Widow 

1985 The Importance of being Earnest 
 The Terribly Noisy Giant 
 Tons of Money 
 The Good and Faithful Servant 

1986 Pygmalion 
 The Great Mall Ball Space Caper 
 And the Big Men Fly 
 The Understudy 

1987 Hay Fever 
 Cinderella 
 Arsenic and Old Lace 
 The Margarine Conspiracy 
 Rainbow Over the Wall 

1988 The Queen of Hearts 
 Summer of the Seventeenth Doll 
 Family Lore 

1989 Charley’s Aunt 
 The Poor Young Girl 
 Separate Tables 
 Marsupials 

1990 Gulls 
 Amanda and the Elves Who Could do Anything 
 Plaza Suite 
 A Slight Ache 

1991 The Perfectionist 
 The Fantastic Mr Fox 
 Home is the Hunted 



 

Titbits & Anecdotes  
from the second decade  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a well-known saying in the theatre, credited to WC Fields, “Never work with 

children or animals” inferring that they are scene stealers and completely unpredictable  

In The Barretts of Wimpole Street, a Stirling Player’s dog, Van Dot, was cast as 

Elizabeth Barrett’s dog, Flush.  Dot played her part very well in response to a gentle tug 

on her ribbon lead, until the performance where she saw her ‘dad’ in the front row and 

eagerly raced to the front of the stage wagging her tail enthusiastically, and not able to be 

easily distracted.  But then, we all like approval for a job well done!  

 

And then there was the wonderful ‘shoe construction’ for the production of The Old 

Woman Who Lived in a Shoe and the inclusion of a King Frog and his coterie of frog 

children.  No animals, but the old woman’s children and the young frogs were justifiably 

scene stealers in a very enjoyable and successful show with an impressive shoe house.   

 

In the production of Cinderella, the difficult timing of the costume change from ‘rags’ to 

‘ball dress’ was overcome cleverly by using the leading lady’s twin sister who was  

waiting in the wings dressed to the nines!   

 

In 1986 The Great Mall Ball Space Caper, written by a clever Stirling Player, involved 

many children in a story about the disappearance of the metal balls from our Rundle Mall 

and the trip into space to retrieve them.  Upturned silver painted colanders with metal 

spikes and purple hair featured prominently!  

 

The Tea Tree Players hosted a Festival of One Act Plays in 1987 which included both 

Adult and Youth Sections.  The Stirling Players submitted a play in each section, The 

Margarine Conspiracy following its award for shared best actresses in the Hills Festival 

of One Act Plays and Rainbow Over the Wall in the Youth Section, specifically written 

by a Stirling Player for the event. 

 

Toilet roll centres have been used in the theatre for the making of many props.  For the 

1989 production of Separate Tables they were used to make very credible lamps for each 

of the tables!   

 

It is hard to forget the amazing puppets and the skill of the puppeteers in the production 

of Gulls as they flapped down the aisles of the theatre.  In the words of Peter Goers “the 

seagull puppeteers get in an appropriate flap in this superb production”.  Praise indeed!  

 

In 1985, The Stirling Players production of The Importance of Being Earnest was 

dedicated to Wayne Larwood, a long time member of the group who tragically lost his 

life during that year  

 

Also the Charley’s Aunt program in 1989 contained the following tribute:  

‘The Stirling Players mourn the passing of their esteemed member Max Grubel whose 

work for the players was done without fuss and little recognition.  For years Max printed 

our programs and took the photos or videos of productions.  His quiet support will be 

sadly missed’.  Max has certainly been missed. 
 

May 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 FOREWORD 

This booklet is a compilation of flyers and cast/crew lists of The Stirling Players 

productions for the second decade of their existence from 1982 to 1991.   

Over the decade the group continued to produce at least 2 full productions each year 

and in addition actively participate in the running and presentation of the Hills 

Festival of One Act Plays which was initiated by The Stirling Players in 1976.  Six 

‘Hills’ groups met annually at rotating hills venues to compete for the T.F. Lee 

trophy awarded for the ‘best production’.  In 1983 The Stirling Players were 

successful in winning the best production with its play Heaven on Earth and over 

the decade a further five awards for best actor or actress.  Led by Tom Dyster and 

an enthusiastic sub-committee, the group hosted 3 festival weekends during 1982 to 

1991.  The number of competing groups steadily grew to nine and in 1991 the 16
th

 

Hills Festival of One Act Plays was hosted by the Galleon Theatre Group at 

Seacombe Gardens, highlighting the spread of its success.  

Between 1985 and 1987 Tom Dyster wrote and directed simple fairy tales that were 

performed by a troupe of experienced adults and a small group of youngsters for 

Years 1, 2 and 3 school children.  The troupe carried with it the required sets and 

props, mostly made by themselves, and performed on the classroom floor level to 

encourage the children’s participation.  The troupe’s visits were always 

enthusiastically welcomed. 

Several of The Stirling Players members were successfully mentored in trying their 

hand at directing during this decade.  One ‘new’ director was heard to comment 

that, although daunting, she had learned a lot from directing a cast of experienced 

directors!  A baptism of fire, perhaps! 

The profits from The Stirling Players productions were put towards the costs of 

running and improving the facilities of the Stirling Community Theatre.  The 1988 

additions to the theatre included refurbishment of the foyer and auditorium which 

continue to provide a welcoming environment for theatre goers especially in winter 

when the wood fires are lit and free sherries are offered.    

Enjoy this record of past shows.  Hopefully it will stir pleasurable memories.  The 

aim has been to depict the original flyers and cast/crew lists as authentically as 

possible.  Some titbits of information and anecdotes from the early days are included 

on the facing page. 

May 2021 
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ADJUDICATORS 

John Trinder 

Barbara West 



 

  



 

 

 



 

  



 

 



 

  



 

 

 
 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJUDICATORS 

Nick Gill 

Alison Siliakus 



 

 
  



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEA TREE PLAYERS 

Festival of One Act Plays 1987 

ADJUDICATOR Mrs Pat Lee 



 

    

 

 

 

THE 12
th

 

ANNUAL  

HILLS  

FESTIVAL  

OF  

ONE ACT  

PLAYS 

1987 

MT BARKER TOWN HALL 



 

 
  

ADJUDICATORS   

 

PHYLLIS BURFORD & GORDON GOULDING 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE QUEEN OF 

HEARTS 

March 1988 

DIRECTED BY TOM DYSTER 

 



 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJUDICATORS 

Myra Noblett and Mick Mykyta 



 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

    



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  

 

ADJUDICATORS 

Wendy Jennings and Nick Carroll 
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